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Location:   BEACHAMWELL: Land adjacent 4 Beachamwell Road, Drymere 

Proposal:  Residential dwelling 

REFERENCE:  3PL/2019/0995/O 
 
Applicant:  Mr R Gibbons 
 
Author:  Mark Simmonds 
 
LOCAL REPRESENTATIONS 
Three further representations have been received raising objections to the proposals. Additional 
comments state (summarised):  
 

- The long-term impact, consequences of development and sustainability.  
- There are few or no services, no mains drainage, a lack of infrastructure with no amenities 

and virtually no public transport.  
- Drymere is not a village. It is an almost unique tiny unspoilt hamlet with its own character 

set in a beautiful Breckland rural landscape surrounded by forest and fields. 
- It appears that this application is no different from the applicant's same application last year, 

which was withdrawn after it was clear that the application was going to be rejected.  
- The nearby dwellings of Beachamwell and Swaffham both have brownfield sites that are 

suitable for housing development. Allowing greenfield housing development in the middle of 
a forest is dangerous as it sets a precedent that would mean it would be hard to prevent 
further development.  

- The applicant has placed the house in the middle of half of the field they own.  
- The beauty of the area consists of open fields forest trails abundant wildlife and a scattering 

of cottages dating from the 1920s. 
-  The proposed new house would be totally out of keeping with the areas and if permitted 

would be likely to be the precursor to further house building in the area.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Habitat Regulations Assessment 
 
The application site sits adjacent to the Breckland Special Protection Area (SPA) (UK/9009201) and 
the Breckland Forest SSSI. These sites are protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended). The SPA qualifying features/ species are Stone Curlew, Nightjar and 
Woodlark. 
 
Accordingly the Council has consulted both Natural England and the Natural Environment Team 
(NET) at the County Council. Natural England have confirmed that the proposals would not have 
significant adverse impact on protected sites and have raised no objections. In their comments the 
NET advise that whilst the site contains habitats suitable for the qualifying species of the SPA, there 
is a negligible risk of any likely significant impacts on the habitat sites.  
 
Therefore, for the purposes of the Habitats Regulations the application (project) has been screened 
and the Council considers that it is unlikely that there will be significant effects on the habitat sites 
referred to above and their integrity will be preserved. 
 



Decision (under the Habitat Regulations): The Council consider the proposals will not have a 

significant effect on the above habitat site. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Recommendation continues to be one of refusal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


